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the lights went up they all grinned affably at us. In three
or four tiers behind these dignitaries rose the lesser lights,
the foremen, the gunners, when any of the catchers were in
harbour, and the store-keeper. The old foreman of the
" plan" was sometimes there, washed and polished and
looking like a baptist minister in sombre black. (Once he
said to me, " I says me prayers regular every night and have
done for sixty-four years. Yessir.") Always he would lean
across to us in the interval to tell us how many whales there
were expected on the morrow. In the body of the hall sat
the vulgar, the workers, the " unlettered hinds," many of
them mere boys, chattering delightedly, scrapping together
in the interval, applauding the hero tumultuously and jeer-
ing at the villain just as they do in the sixpennies at home.
Two other institutions in the whaling station deserve
mention. One is the store presided over by the store-
keeper who had kept a store in Canada, somewhere
way back, and talked very fluent English with a strong
Canadian accent. When you asked him if he kept boot-
laces, or clasp-knives, or pull-overs in his store, he would
say, ** Why, sure. I guess we have the vurry thing." His
store was a wooden building near the villa. It had that
strange smell that stores have, compounded of leather,
cardboard, soap and straw. Festoons of sea-boots and
overalls hung from the roof, and all round the walls ran
shelves in which was just the vurry thing in apparently
endless variety. Or, if the vurry thing was not to be found
on the shelves or hanging from the roof beams, it was certain
to be in one of the many half-opened packing-cases on the
floor from which straw packing protruded. A cap? Why,
sure. Here it is. And what a cap! Or what a pull-over!
What extravagant checks and exuberant patterns! And
when I chose the most ordinary and the least remarkable,
the store-keeper would say, disappointedly, " Why now, that
ain't gay at all," and hold up something that made my head
spin. The only article I ever bought from him which did